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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 
SHERMAN DIVISION 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Plaintiff 


v. 


$48,150.00 in UNITED STATES 

CURRENCY 

Defendant 


§ 

§ 

§ 

§ No. 4:19-cv-00480 

§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 


VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR FORFEITURE IN REM 

In accordance with Fed. R. Civ. P. Supplemental Rule G(2), the United States of 
America, Plaintiff, brings this complaint and alleges as follows: 

Nature of the Action 

1. This is an action to forfeit property to the United States for a violation of 21 
U.S.C. § 846 (Conspiracy to Possess with the Intent to Distribute and Distribution of 
Marijuana). 

Defendant In Rem 

2. The Defendant Property is: 

a. $48,150.00 in United States currency seized from 1055 Somercotes 
Lane, Channelview, Texas 77530, on January 16, 2019. 
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Jurisdiction and Venue 

3. The Court has subject matter jurisdiction over an action commenced by the 
United States pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1345, and over an action for forfeiture pursuant to 
28U.S.C. § 1355(a). 

4. The Court has in rem jurisdiction over the Defendant Property pursuant to 
28 U.S.C. § 1355(b)(1)(A) because acts or omissions giving rise to the forfeiture occurred 
in this district. 

5. Venue is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1355(b)(1)(A) 
because acts or omissions giving rise to the forfeiture occurred in this district. 

Basis for Forfeiture 

6. The Defendant Property is subject to forfeiture pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 
881(a)(6), because it is moneys, negotiable instruments, securities, or other things of 
value furnished or intended to be furnished by any person in exchange for a controlled 
substance or listed chemical in violation of 21 U.S.C. § 846, or proceeds traceable to 
such an exchange. 

Facts 

7. The facts and circumstances supporting the forfeiture of the above- 
described property are briefed below and contained in the Affidavit of Special Agent 
Robert Christian, which is attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference. 
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a. On January 16, 2019, SAs and TFOs assigned to the FBI's Dallas Field 
Division arrested several individuals associated with the Suazo Brothers Drug Trafficking 
Organization (hereinafter, “Suazo DTO”) on charges out of the Eastern District of Texas. 
A federal grand jury indicted those arrested for conspiracy to distribute and possess with 
intent to distribute methamphetamine and cocaine. Abraham Suazo was located and 
arrested at 1055 Somercotes Lane, Channelview, Texas. A subsequent search of 1055 
revealed $48,150 in United States currency. 

b. Investigators learned that on the evening of June 27, 2018, Jose Angel 
Suazo, came to 1055 Somercotes Lane and dropped off $50,000 with the intent to retrieve 
it later. Investigators also learned that Suazo, along with his two brothers Antonio Suazo 
Penaloza and Abraham Suazo Penaloza, are heavily involved in drug trafficking and have 
no other means of legitimate income/employment. 

c. On June 28, 2018, at approximately 1:54 a.m., Investigators intercepted 
Jose Suazo as he travelled from Flouston to Dallas to deliver one pound of 
methamphetamine. Jose Suazo was found to be in possession of user amounts of cocaine, 
one pound of methamphetamine and one loaded ,9mm pistol and was arrested in the 
Western District of Texas. 

Potential Claimants 

8. The known potential claimants to the Defendant Property are: 

a. Perlita Sauzo, 1055 Somercotes Lane, Channelview, Texas 77530, 
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b. Gerardo Palacios, 1055 Somercotes Lane, Channelview, Texas 77530, 

c. Jose Suazo, Fannin County Jail, 2389 Silo Road, Bonham, Texas 75418. 
Claim for Relief 

9. The United States respectfully requests that the Court forfeit the Defendant 

Property to the United States, award costs and disbursements in this action to the United 

States, and order any other relief that the Court deems appropriate. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOSEPH D. BROWN 
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 

/s/ _ 

Kevin McClendon 

Assistant United States Attorney 

State Bar No. 13408620 

101 East Park Blvd., Suite 500 

Plano, Texas 75074 

(972) 509-1201 

(972) 509-1209 (fax) 

CERTIFICATION OF FILING OF MOTION TO SEAL 

Pursuant to Local Rule CV-5(a)(7)(A), undersigned counsel certifies that on July 
2, 2019, Plaintiff filed a Motion to Seal Affidavit Supporting the Complaint for Forfeiture 
In Rem. 

[Doc. #2] 

/s/Kevin McClendon _ 

KEVIN MCCLENDON 
Assistant United States Attorney 
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VERIFICATION PURSUANT TO 28 U.S.C. S 1746 

I, Robert A. Christian, hereby state that: 

1. I am a Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

2. I have read this Complaint, and the information contained herein is true and 
correct to the best of my knowledge. 

3. The information contained in this Complaint comes from the official files 
and records of the United States, statements from other law enforcement 
officers, and my investigation of this case. 

I state and verify under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 



Special Agent 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Dated: 
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Affidavit Supporting the 
Complaint for Forfeiture In Rem 
Filed Under Seal 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 
SHERMAN DIVISION 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA § 

Plaintiff, § 

§ 

v. § No. 4:19-cv-00480 

§ 

$48,150.00 IN UNITED STATES § 

CURRENCY, § 

Defendant. § 

ORDER FOR WARRANT OF ARREST IN REM 

TO: The Clerk of the Court, United States District Court for the Eastern District of 
Texas 

WHEREAS, on July 2, 2019, the United States of America filed a verified 
complaint for civil forfeiture in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of 
Texas against the defendant property, alleging that the property is subject to seizure and 
civil forfeiture to the United States for the reasons alleged in the complaint; and 

WHEREAS, the Court, having reviewed the Complaint and the Government’s 
Application for Warrant of Arrest in Rem, finds, the defendant property is currently in the 
possession, custody, or control of the United States; and 

WHEREAS, Supplemental Rule G(3)(b)(i) provides that the clerk must issue a 
warrant to arrest the property if it is in the government’s possession, custody, or control; 

YOU ARE, THEREFORE, HEREBY COMMANDED to issue an arrest warrant 
in rem for the defendant property pursuant to Supplemental Rule G(3)(b)(i); and 

YOU ARE FURTHER COMMANDED to deliver the arrest warrant in rem to a 
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person or organization authorized to execute it who may be a marshal or any other United 
States officer or employee, someone under contract with the United States, or someone 
specially appointed by the Court for that purpose, pursuant to Supplemental Rule 
G(3)(c)(i). 

IT IS SO ORDERED, 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 
SHERMAN DIVISION 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA § 

Plaintiff, § 

§ 

Y. § No. 4:19-cv-00480 

§ 

$48,150.00 IN UNITED STATES § 

CURRENCY, § 

Defendant. § 

WARRANT OF ARREST IN REM 


TO: The United States Marshals Service for the Eastern District of Texas and/or any 
other United States officer or employee, someone under contract with the United 
States, or someone specially appointed by the court. 

On July 2, 2019, the United States filed a verified complaint for civil forfeiture in 
the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Texas against $48,150.00 in 
United States currency (defendant property) alleging that the property is subject to 
seizure and forfeiture to the United States for the reasons alleged in the complaint. 

The defendant property is currently in the possession, custody, or control of the 
United States. 

In these circumstances, Supplemental Rule G(3)(b)(i) directs the Clerk of the 
Court to issue an arrest warrant in rem for the defendant property. 

Supplemental Rule G(3)(c)(i) provides that the warrant of arrest in rem must be 
delivered to a person or organization authorized to execute it who may be a marshal or 
any other United States officer or employee, someone under contract with the United 
States, or someone specially appointed by the court for that purpose. 
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YOU ARE COMMANDED to do the following: 

1. To arrest the defendant property as soon as practicable by serving a copy of 
this warrant on the custodian in whose possession, custody or control the property is 
presently found, and to use whatever means may be appropriate to protect and maintain it 
in your custody until further order of this Court. 

2. Promptly after execution of this process, to file the same in this Court with 
your return thereon, identifying the individual(s) upon whom copies were served and the 
manner employed. 

Dated: 


DAVID O’TOOLE 

Clerk of the Court 

United States District Court for the 

Eastern District of Texas 


By: _ 

Deputy Clerk 
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I. (a) 


PLAINTIFFS 


DEFENDANTS 


United States of America 


$48,150.00 in U.S. currency 


(b) County of Residence of First Listed Plaintiff _ 

(EXCEPT IN U.S. PLAINTIFF CASES) 


County of Residence of First Listed Defendant 


Collin 


(IN U.S. PLAINTIFF CASES ONLY) 

NOTE: IN LAND CONDEMNATION CASES, USE THE LOCATION OF THE 
LAND INVOLVED. 


(C) Attorney’s (Firm Name, Address, and Telephone Number) 


Attorneys (If Known) 


Kevin McClendon, USAO, 101 E. Park Blvd., Suite 500 
Plano, Texas 75074 (972) 509-1201 _ 
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Slander 

G 368 Asbestos Personal 
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□ 443 Housing/ 

Habeas Corpus: 
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410 Antitrust 
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450 Commerce 
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480 Consumer Credit 
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Exchange 
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Act 
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Under Equal Access 
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® 1 Original 

Proceeding 
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Remanded from 
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□ 4 
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Litigation 


Cite the U.S. Civil Statute under which you are filing (Do not cite jurisdictional statutes unless diversity): 
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This is an in rem civil forfeiture proceeding pursuant to 21 USC 881 
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Judgment 
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